
$2,500 Robert Day Award for Fiction 
$2,500 Conger Beasley Jr. Award for Nonfiction

$2,500 Patricia Cleary Miller Award for Poetry

Kevin Wilson
Fiction Judge

Angie Sijun Lou is from Seattle and Shanghai. She is a Kundiman 
Fellow who teaches creative writing at the University of  California, 
Santa Cruz. She lives in Berkeley, Calif. 

First Runner-Up: Rebecca McKanna, Indianapolis, Ind.
Honorable Mention: Kirsten Beachy, Dayton, Va. 
Honorable Mention: Meg Todd, Vancouver, British Columbia

Fiction Judge Kevin Wilson is the author of  two collections, 
Tunneling to the Center of  the Earth (Ecco/Harper Perennial, 2009), 
which received an Alex Award from the American Library 
Association and the Shirley Jackson Award and Baby You’re Gonna Be 
Mine (Ecco, 2018); and three novels, The Family Fang (Ecco, 2011), 
Perfect Little World (Ecco, 2017) and Nothing to See Here (Ecco, 2019). 
He has received fellowships from the MacDowell Colony, Yaddo, 
Rivendell, and the KHN Center for the Arts.  He lives in Sewanee, 
Tenn., where he is an associate professor in the English Department 
at Sewanee: The University of  the South.

Winner: Angie Sijun Lou  
for “Jessica touches 

my guts.”

2019 Winner: Robert Day Award for Fiction

Sheila Kohler 
Essay Judge

Terrance Manning, Jr.’s recent work has won the Narrative’s Spring 
Story Contest, The Iowa Review’s Award for fiction and nonfiction, and 
the Crazyhorse Prize in Nonfiction. His fiction and nonfiction have 
been selected as special mentions in both the Best American Essays and 
Best American Short Stories. He lives and writes in Pittsburgh, Pa.  

First Runner-Up: Lazar Trubman, Garner, N.C. 

Essay Judge Sheila Kohler is the author of  11 novels, three 
volumes of  short fiction, a memoir, and many essays. Her most 
recent books include Dreaming for Freud: A Novel (Penguin, 2014) and 
Once We Were Sisters: A Memoir (Penguin, 2017). Open Secrets, a novel, 
will be published in 2020 by Penguin. She has won numerous prizes 
including an O.Henry Award and her work has been included in Best 
American Short Stories. She has taught at Columbia, Sarah Lawrence, 
Bennington and at Princeton. Her novel, Cracks (Zoland Books), 
was made into a film with directors Jordan and Ridley Scott with 
Eva Green playing Miss. G. You can find her blog at Psychology Today 
under Dreaming for Freud.

Winner: Terrance  
Manning, Jr. for “Break 

Down Easy.”

2019 Winner: Conger Beasley Jr. Award for Nonfiction

Ph
ot

o 
by

: L
ei

gh
 A

nn
e 

C
ou

ch



2019 FINALISTS

Robert Day Award for Fiction

Francisco González		  Manhattan, Kan.		  “Panda Express”
Diana Amsterdam		  Brooklyn, N.Y.			  “Caravan”
Holly Menino			   Interlaken, N.Y.		  “The Boy’s Horse”
Charlie	Watts			   Freedom, N.H.			  “Almost Happy”
M. Haile			   Summerfield, N.C.		  “I Passed Before Your Door”
Philip Golabuk			  Gainesville, Fla.		  “The Last Word”
Elaine Wang			   New York, N.Y.		  “The Jesus Question”
Jennifer Chianese		  Pittsburgh, Pa. 			  “In the Poppies”
Amanda Jackson		  Washington, D.C.		  “Coin Toss”
Michael Knoedler		  Dodgeville, Wisc.		  “Melvin Trillup”
Rebecca McKanna		  Indianapolis, Ind.		  “Like Mercy”
Paul Byall			   Savannah, Ga.			   “Lolo in Love”
Brian Crawford		  Redwood City, Calif.		  “The Enchanted Forest”
Kirsten	Beachy			  Dayton, Va.			   “Soft Target”
Meg Todd			   Vancouver, British Columbia 	 “Exit Strategy”
Angie Sijun Lou		  Berkeley, Calif.			  “Jessica touches my guts”
Reena Shah			   Brooklyn, N.Y.			  “Bears”

Conger Beasley Jr. Award for Nonfiction

Laura Jean Baker		  New York, N.Y.		  “The Body Count”
Chad Davidson		  Carrollton, Ga.			  “On Exile”
Maurice Labi			   Granada Hills, Calif.		  “Keeping Company with Anne”
Carol Clouse			   Brooklyn, N.Y.			  “A Person of  Goodwill”
Jodie Noel Vinson		  Providence, R.I.		  “The Insomniac’s Wife”
Kristin Owens			  Fort Collins, Colo.		  “War Bride”
Sandy Robertson		  San Diego, Calif.		  “A Political Education”

Gary Dop
Poetry Judge

Brianna Flavin is a passionate gardener and an assistant professor 
of  English at the University of  Northwestern in St. Paul, Minn. She’s 
a recipient of  the Loft Mentor Series fellowship and a volunteer 
poetry mentor with the Minnesota Prison Writing Workshop. She 
lives in St. Paul, Minn.

First Runner-Up: Emily Ransdell, Camas, Wash.

Poetry Judge Gary Dop is the author of  the poetry collection 
Father, Child, Water (Red Hen P, 2015). His latest collection Earth Never 
Settles is forthcoming. He is the founding director of  the M.F.A. in 
creative writing program at Randolph College in Lynchburg, Virginia, 
where he is an associate professor of  English.

Winner: Brianna Flavin 
for “Grape Tomatoes” 

& “Orion”

2019 Winner: Patricia Cleary Miller Award for Poetry
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Lazar Trubman		  Garner, N.C.		  “Tireless Mill-Stones”
Erik Gleibermann		  San Francisco, Calif.	 “Bar Mitzvah in the Big House”
Jessica Burdg			   Cameron, Mo.		  “Sunrise Unit: Heartbreak and Humanity Inside a Mental 
							       Health Hospital”
Gina Evers			   Highland, N.Y.		 “Building This Ship As We Go”
John Price			   Council Bluffs, Iowa	 “The Last Case”
Laura Distelheim		  Highland Park,	Ill.	 “Postcard From My Father at the Cafe de la Paix, January, 1945”
Candice Kail			   New York, N.Y.	 “Coyote Confidential”
Terrance Manning Jr. 		  Pittsburg, Pa. 		  “Break Down Easy”

Patricia Clearly Miller Award for Poery

Deborah Bogen		  Pittsburg, Pa.		  “Armageddon Box” & Other Poems
Deborah Bogen		  Pittsburg, Pa.		  “The Box of  Imperfect Memory” & Other Poems
Ryan Bonner			   Lubbock, Texas	 “After Sundown” & Other Poems
Roger Craik			   Ashtabula, Ohio	 “In Memory of  Wendy Ann Craik” 
Patricia Farewell		  Alma, Mich.		  “The Unconverted” & Other Poems
Diane Glancy			   Shawnee, Kan. 	 “Drover” & Other Poems
Vernita Hall			   Philadelphia, Pa.	 “Upon Finding the Anthropocene’s ‘Golden Spike’”  
							       & Other Poems
W.J. Herbert			   Hudson, N.Y.		  “Lyuba” & Other Poems
Jen Karetnick			   Miami Shores, Fla.	 “Judge Judy Praise Sonnet” & Other Poems
Christopher Kempf 		  Chicago, Ill.		  “National Anthem” & Other Poems
Karen Kovacik			  Indianapolis, Ind.	 “Vessel, Vassal” & Other Poems
Orlando Menes		  South Bend, Ind. 	 “Hear Me, Hart Crane” & Other Poems
Susie Meserve			   Berkeley, Calif. 		 “Dissecting the Whale” & Others Poems
Nancy Miller Gomez		  Soquel, Calif.		  “Borderland” & Other Poems
Lucy Ricciardi			   Greenwich, Conn.	 “Exit Here” & Other Poems
Soren Stockman		  New York, N.Y.	 “Letters from Theo” & Other Poems
Therese Tappouni		  Jacksonville, Fla.	 “Eve’s Bargain” & Other Poems
Cynthia White			   Santa Cruz, Calif.	 “Boneset” & Other Poems
Brianna Flavin			   St. Paul, Minn. 		 “Grape Tomatoes” & Other Poems

ANNOUNCING THE 2019 LITERARY AWARDS FOR WRITERS
PRELIMINARY JUDGES

ROBERT DAY AWARD FOR FICTION

Catherine Browder has received fiction fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Missouri 
Arts Council. Her latest short story collection is Now We Can All Go Home (BkMk Press, 2014).

Ben Furnish is the author of  Nostalgia in Jewish-American Theatre and Film, 1979–2004 (Lang), and he has contributed 
to such journals and books as Studies in Jewish Civilization, Holocaust Literature, Yiddish Poets and the Soviet Union, Jews & 
Sex, and Dictionary of  Literary Biography. He is managing editor of  BkMk Press, University of  Missouri-Kansas City, 
and books he has edited have received attention from major awards and reviewers.  
	  



John Moessner received his M.F.A. from the University of  Missouri-Kansas City in 2018 and serves on the Board 
of  Directors for The Writers Place. His poems have appeared or will appear in Natural Bridge,  River Styx,  Poet Lore, 
The Chattahoochee Review, and The American Journal of  Poetry.

Michael Pritchett is the winner of  the 2009 Dana Award for a novel-in-progress. He is the author of  the novel The 
Melancholy Fate of  Capt. Lewis (Unbridled Books, 2007) and of  the award-winning collection of  stories, The Venus Tree 
(U of  Iowa P, 1988).  He teaches fiction writing at the University of  Missouri-Kansas City.	

CONGER BEASLEY JR. AWARD FOR NONFICTION
 

R.M. Kinder is the author of  five books, including the short story collections Sweet Angel Band, winner of  Helicon 
Nine Edition’s Willa Cather Prize (1991) and A Near-Perfect Gift, winner of  the University of  Michigan’s Literary 
Fiction Award (2005). Her first novel, An Absolute Gentleman, was published by Counterpoint Press (2007) and she co-
authored with Kristine Lowe-Martin Old-Time Fiddling: Hal Sappington, Missouri Fiddler (2012), a dual-media biography. 
Her most recent work is The Universe Playing Strings, a novel. She is a former editor of  Pleiades literary journal and the 
founder of  Pleiades Press. She taught at the University of  Central Missouri from 1989–2002, and serves as a reader 
for Pleiades and as an advisory editor for New Letters and BkMk Press. 

Steve Paul is the author of  Hemingway at Eighteen (Chicago Review P, 2017). He is a former board member of  
the National Book Critics Circle and is the editor of  Kansas City Noir (Akashic Books, 2012) and co-editor of  War + 
Ink: New Perspectives on Ernest Hemingway’s Early Life and Writings (Kent State University Press, 2014). His poetry and 
photographs appear regularly in New Letters. A longtime journalist and editor, he is now retired and lives in Kansas City

Lisa D. Stewart has just completed her nonfiction manuscript Bolt: The American Midwest at Four Miles per Hour on a 
Horse.  She has published more than 200 essays in literary journals and equestrian magazines.

PATRICIA CLEARY MILLER AWARD FOR POETRY

Catherine Anderson’s most recent collection of  poetry is Everyone I Love Immortal (Woodley Memorial Press). 
Other titles include Woman with a Gambling Mania (Mayapple Press), The Work of  Hands (Perugia Press) and In the 
Mother Tongue (Alice James Books). She has won awards in poetry from the Crab Orchard Review and the I-70 Review 
and has been a past recipient of  a Massachusetts Artist Foundation Award.

Max McBride is a lifelong Kansas Citian, and a graduate of  Univeristy of  Missouri-Kansas City’s Creative Writing 
& Media Arts M.F.A. program. His poetry has been featured in New Letters on multiple occasions.

Kevin Rabas served as the Poet Laureate of  Kansas from 2017–2019. He teaches at Emporia State University, 
where he leads the poetry and playwriting tracks and chairs the Department of  English, Modern Languages, and 
Journalism. He has 11 books, including Lisa’s Flying Electric Piano, a Kansas Notable Book and Nelson Poetry Book 
Award winner; and All That Jazz; and Everyone Just Wants to Drum. His plays have been produced across Kansas and 
in North Carolina and San Diego, and his work has been nominated for the Pushcart Prize six times. He is the 
recipient of  the Emporia State President’s Award for Research and Creativity and is the winner of  the Langston 
Hughes Award for Poetry, the Victor Contoski Poetry Award, the Jerome Johanning Playwriting Award, and the 
Salina New Voice Award.
	  
Trish Reeves has received fellowships for her poetry from the National Endowment for the Arts, Yaddo and the 
Kansas Arts Commission. Her first collection, Returning the Question (Cleveland State University Poetry Center, 1988), 
received the Cleveland State University Poetry Center Prize. Her other books of  poems include In the Knees of  the 
Gods (BkMk Press, 2001). Her latest collection is God, Maybe (Scattering Skies Press, 2018).


